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B.   FIRST PERIOD.
FROM THE EARLIEST TIMES TO THE ARABS.
jr.   General Arithmetic.
However meagre the information which describes the evolution of mathematical knowledge among the earliest peoples, still we find isolated attempts among the Egyptians to express the fundamental processes by means of signs. In the earliest mathematical papyrus* we find as the sign of addition a pair of walking legs travelling in the direction toward which the birds pictured are looking. The sign for subtraction consists of three parallel horizontal arrows. The sign for equality is <^. Computations are also to be found which show that the Egyptians were able to solve simple problems in the field of arithmetic and geometric progressions. The last remark is true also of the Babylonians. They assumed that during the first five :>f the fifteen days between new moon and full moon, :he gain in the lighted portion of its disc (which was livided into 240. parts) could be represented by a geo netric progression, during the ten following days by m arithmetic progression. Of the 240 parts there vere visible on the first, second, third . . . fifteenth lay
* Cantor, I., p. 37.